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Why are we here 
at Queer in AI?

Why do we gather in this way?  
Why do we organise?



Senate House at the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg



What is  
Machine Learning?
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Epistemic Values
Generalisability of a theory, 
reproducibility, falsification

Contextual Values
Political, social, cultural
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For those of us who live at the 
shoreline 

standing upon the constant edges of 
decision crucial and alone 

for those of us who cannot indulge 
the passing dreams of choice 

who love in doorways coming and 
going 

in the hours between dawns 
looking inward and outward 

at once before and after 
seeking  

a now that can breed Futures 
… 
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Queering our Technical Field



Belonging



Alone



Solitude



Critical and Responsible



Joy



Our strength: 
A unique view 
on ML.

Community of 
nurture and 
belonging.



We are what the atmosphere is, transparent, receptive, pervious, impervious,

We are snow, rain, cold, darkness, we are each product and influence of the globe,

We have circled and circled till we have arrived home again, we two,

We have voided all but freedom and all but our own joy.



Queering  
Machine  
Learning

Shakir Mohamed 
@shakir_za



Some references and books


